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5TH International Meeting for Friendship, Co-peration and Development of the Mayors of the Big Balkan Cities

Piraeus April 1-2, 2005

RESOLUTION

Today in Piraeus, on Saturday April the 2nd 2005 the Mayors’ Summit of the 5th International Meeting for Friendship, Co-peration and Development of the Major Balkan Cities, issued the following resolution:

We the Mayors and representatives of the largest Balkan Cities:

Greece

Municipality of Athens

Municipality of Thessaloniki

Municipality of Piraeus

Municipality of Peristeri

Municipality of Iraklion

Municipality of Larissa

Bulgaria

Municipality of Sofia

Municipality of Plovdiv

Municipality of Varna

Municipality of Bourgas

Serbia-Montenegro  

Municipality of Belgrade 
Municipality of Novi Sad

Municipality of Nis

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Municipality of Banja Luka

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Municipality of Kumanovo
Turkey

Municipality of Ankara
Romania

Municipality of Bucharest
Municipality of Craiova

Albania

Municipality of Tirane 

Municipality of Korce

Municipality of Gjirokaster

· Reaffirm our firm will to work in common in order to further develop the ambience and the relation of co-operation between the peoples and the States of the Balkans.

· Reaffirm our common appraisal that Local Authorities play a curial role in the development of each individual country, but also in building a climate of co-opertion and friendship in all the Balkans.

· Reaffirm our common appraisal that all the Balkan States are on the track of stable economic progress and conversion with the European Union, not only from an economic view, but also regarding every parameter substantiated by the acquis communautaire.

We agree to co-operate in the context of the goals set in the previous meetings, and more specifically to:

    further enhance the role of major cities as dynamic urban centres for the development of the region;

    develop and implement economic decentralisation to enhance the role and effectiveness of local authorities;

    provide a direct access of the local authorities to the European Union and other financing sources;

    develop friendship and co-operation schemes that will contribute to the development of cities and the prosperity of their citizens in the region;

    integrate the activities of already existing networks and organisations founded and operating under the auspices of the Council of Europe as well as other European and international organisations;

   exchange information and know-how as well as solutions to common problems.[image: image1.png]



